FAWCO Surpasses its Goal in Fighting Malaria
Over $97,000 raised for NetWorks and malaria prevention!!!

(Updated article from FAWCO Forum Summer 2006)
Thanks to the outstanding support of our FAWCO members, the FAWCO Foundation, FAUSA, individuals and friends, we are pleased to announce that we far surpassed the mandate to raise $75,000 in FAWCO’s 75th anniversary year.  We did the swim, the auctions, the bake sales, teas, certificate sales, raffles, poetry readings, sent post cards and every imaginable fund raiser to support NetWorks. Congratulations to FAWCO and to everyone who supported us in the battle against malaria – a preventable and treatable disease that none-the-less takes the lives of nearly 3 million people each year, mostly children. With an emphasis on the purchase of ITNs (insecticide treated mosquito bed nets) our goal was to supply at least one net for every member of FAWCO.  In fact, our success will allow us to purchase over 19,000 nets immediately with $9000 to be held in a reserve fund for the purchase of additional nets as soon as they are available. And the battle continues. On the recommendation of the FAWCO global committee chairs and in support of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) a proposal was adopted at the FAWCO Conference in Berlin to establish a Global Concerns Fund that will continue to address malaria prevention in the coming year.   

The delegates to the conference were inspired by the key note address of the president of BioVision, Dr. Hans Rudolf Herren, an internationally acclaimed scientist and humanitarian who cares deeply about the well-being of people in developing nations. It is BioVision’s common sense, low tech, environmentally friendly approach to malaria prevention based on self-help and education that is so appealing. These ideas compliment FAWCO’s Global Committees’ ongoing efforts in the areas of health, environment and peace through knowledge.  FAWCO is pleased to be partnering with BioVision in support of the Millennium Development Goals, specifically to reduce malaria incidence and child mortality in two new pilot projects in Nyabondo and Malindi, Kenya.  With much enthusiasm and on the recommendation of the FAWCO Global Committee Chairs, a proposal was adopted to continue the partnership with BioVision to support their integrated approach to malaria prevention. 
Education, local empowerment, and the use of environmentally-friendly pest control methods are major pillars in BioVision’s programs. BioVision attacks malaria where it begins, at Anopheles mosquito breeding sites. In Nyabondo, a community in western Kenya near Lake Victoria, the heavy clay soil is ideal for brick production and provides a living for many of the 35,000 inhabitants. The brick making is an important source of income, but it leaves behind thousands of small pools that form breeding sites for the larval stages of the Anopheles mosquitoes. Each year the local mission hospital and the three dispensaries treat 7’000 to 8’000 cases of malaria with pregnant women and children under 5 years at most risk.  

Adopting an integrated approach, BioVision’s team educates the population of Nyabondo on the dangers of stagnant pools and on how to solve the problem. The pools are drained off by building networks of trenches and where drainage is not possible, the water is treated with the environmentally friendly insecticide Bti (Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis), a natural pesticide which kills only mosquito larvae in their breeding habitats, or with the shavings of the neem tree which are also effective. The villagers also receive insecticide treated bed nets to protect them from infectious bites. The integrated approach is quickly showing success. After only 1 year, the number of mosquitoes has been reduced by 90% and malaria cases have been cut in half. 

BioVision’s second and newest malaria project is in Malindi, a town on the coast of the Indian Ocean about 100 km north of Mombassa. Many of the nearly 85,000 inhabitants benefit from the attractive location, earning their living from tourism. The many swimming pools which are unused during the low season collect rainwater, offering ideal breeding sites for mosquitoes.  During the rainy season, puddles form everywhere within the densely populated town, creating further breeding sites for the malaria transmitting mosquitoes.   

Malaria is a huge problem in Malindi, which threatens not only the health of the local population, but also the social and economic development of the area. BioVision believes that knowledge, local education, empowerment and the availability and use of natural pesticides can significantly reduce the Anopheles and the number of malaria cases here. Their goal is a 90% reduction of mosquitoes as BioVision’s staff members teach the locals how to identify mosquito breeding grounds and eliminate larvae. The project in Malindi has just started bed net distribution using FAWCO’s NetWorks contribution to fund net procurement.  

In reaching our NetWorks fund-raising goal this past year, FAWCO is able to supply ITNs for both the Malindi and the Nyabondo projects. Since it is impossible to completely eliminate the mosquitoes, the distribution and the proper use of ITNs among the population in the endemic areas are vital. With BioVision, FAWCO is able to help supply nets as well as ensure their proper use and maintenance.  

Finally, FAWCO is honored to announce that our efforts in malaria prevention have been noted by the world health Organization (WHO) in their new publication, From Vision to action: NGOs Promoting Health in a Globalized World. This publication is in support of the Bangkok Charter for Health Promotion in a Globalized World and features the best practices of 27 selected NGOs. Second on its list is FAWCO and in addition to information on our organization, the booklet mentions our NetWorks initiative and our continued commitment to malaria prevention with specific mention of our partnership with BioVision in support of an integrated approach to malaria prevention
BioVision is a non-profit, independent Swiss foundation with a global mandate to alleviate poverty and disease and improve the livelihoods of people living in extreme poverty, while maintaining the precious natural resource base that sustains life. Its activities in Africa concentrate on improving human, animal, plant and environmental health - with a special focus on women and youth - through the dissemination of appropriate development methods and capacity building at the community level. BioVision’s mission is to "Think and Act Ecologically".   www.biovision.ch 

