American Currency_2  – detailed program (2010 & 2011)                              (Allow 2 hours)

Flag Ceremony 
Pledge of Allegiance  

Song: "Star-Spangled Banner" 
US Currency  PPT  [different volunteers talk about different coins, some bantering about relative size since size does not determine value; [optional: video on minting coins]
Song: “My Mom Gave Me a Nickel” (in program for parents) or song about coin order
Money Activities
· Break into small groups by age.  Have adult leader for each group
· Coin recognition or questions: Ask Q and have kids respond by holding up fingers (younger children color coins). (How many pennies is this worth?  How many nickels?)
· Have older children combine coins to make certain amounts or show coins and have children count.  Can also simply pick up bunch of coins and hand to child and ask them to tell you how much they have.
· Teach how to make change:  Count from cost (say 13 cents) up to amount given eg. 14, 15, 25, 50, one dollar.  Or 14, 15, + one dime = 25 cents. Or with nickels: 14, 15, 20, 25.

State of the Month: Colorado, California, Kentucky, DC, New York, or Pennsylvania (locations of US mints)
Closing, thanks, and announcements 
Retire the Colors (do prior to store)
Americana Store *-- committee members without young kids can serve as cashiers + high school kids
      Explain to parents and children that goal of store is to:
· Learn how to get children to count their money

· Learn how to make change (Be sure to count it out)
· Learn to recognize various coins and their value
· Note:  children need to realize that American Store prices are NOT realistic
Rules:  

· No one runs out of money (We give them coins if they run out.)

· You can purchase only one item at a time (to give fair chance to everyone)


* Items priced so that children have to count money and calculate change (3¢, 12¢, 28¢, etc.) with higher-priced items for older children.

Need: 
· Computer, projector, screen, visuals, coins to pass around

· Cash registers or muffin tins or bowls for coins
· Items to sell (solicited from parents and companies they work for, white elephants, and some items purchased either locally or from Oriental Trading)
· Tables to display items, baskets, boxes, or other display items.
· Blank stickers for prices
· Volunteers to be cashiers to count money and to give money to children as needed
· Have parents bring approximate $1 in change for each child to start with
